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I found everything- very cheap in Petersburg (I am told
that this is no longer the case, and that prices are as high as
in London). I bought some more furniture; a chest of
drawers, a writing-desk, and other articles not then in gen-
eral use in Russia, and installed myself comfortably.
The language there spoken, except among the lower
orders, was German, which I spoke as badly then as I do
to-day. I explain myself with difficulty, which makes my
listeners laugh; but it seems it is the custom of the country
to laugh at foreigners.
One evening my landlord presented me with a ticket for
a masked ball, given at the Court, for five thousand people.
The ball would last sixty hours he informed me. I went to
it in a sedan-chair, wearing a domino I had bought at
Mitau. I found a great crowd of people dancing in different
rooms, a band for each. The enormous buffets were laden
with eatables and drinkables, and ever}' one ate and drank
freely. Gaiety* and licence were apparent on every face.
Thousands of wax candles lighted up the scene, which I must •
own I thought admirable.
All at once some one said, cHere comes the Czarina,' and
we caught sight of the tall figure of Gregory Orloff follow-
ing a masked figure, draped in a domino, which might have
been worth five copecks, not more.
The masked figure moved in and out of the crowd, get •
ting bumped by people who really did not know her. Some-
times she sat down by people who were very likely talking
about her. She probably heard many remarks which were
not intended for her ears, and which may have wounded
her pride, but the experience must have been extremely
useful to her.
I had an introduction to Peter Ivaiiovitch Melissino,
Colonel of Artillery. He invited me to sup at his house
every night while I remained in Petersburg. His establish-
ment was managed on the French system—no tiresome
ceremony prevailed. His elder brother was married to a
Princess DolgoroukL We generally played at faro, and tb«

